
Dear Unit 5 Community, 
 
We hope you are doing well and staying healthy as we continue our social distancing to help curtail the 
spread of the coronavirus/COVID-19. Earlier this afternoon, Governor J.B. Pritzker announced that Illinois 
schools serving pre-kindergarten through 12th grade students will be closed through the end of the 
2019-2020 school year. 
 
The Governor’s executive order means that we will continue with remote learning for the remainder of this 
school year. We know that this decision will cause a great deal of concern and disappointment for our 
students, staff, and families. We share your sadness but know we will get through this together.  
 
We understand that the Governor’s decision raises a lot of questions.  We are working to get answers to 
you as quickly as possible. Details on how students will get their belongings, as well as collect any other 
items they may have ordered this year, including yearbooks, school photos, spiritwear, etc. will need to be 
worked out.  Decisions about many things, including activities and events that would have normally taken 
place at the end of the year, will be made in the coming days. One of the most important events to 
consider is graduation. We feel deeply for our seniors who are missing their last days of high school.  Unit 
5 is looking at a variety of options for graduation, in order to ensure our seniors get the recognition they 
deserve.  We appreciate your patience as we work through all of these decisions. 
 
Here are a few things we can share: 

● Remote learning will continue through the end of the school year.  
● School buildings and offices will be closed until further notice. 
● Free breakfast and lunch will continue to be available to all students. 
● All spring events and athletics are postponed until further notice.  

 
Everyone at Unit 5 is working diligently to do what is in the best interest of our students and our 
community. There are no easy decisions. The pandemic has presented us all with some of the most 
challenging times we have ever experienced in Unit 5 but the steps we are taking are made with the 
health of our students and staff members at the forefront.  
  
In a show of solidarity, Unit 5 will illuminate some of its high school athletic fields tonight (April 17) to show 
support for the Class of 2020, as well as for the health care workers, first responders, and all other 
essential workers on the frontlines of the pandemic. The lights will be on from 8:20 - 8:40 pm, which is 
20:20 in military time. We ask our Unit 5 families to join in this effort by turning on their porch lights or a 
living room light during this time. 
 
We will continue to share additional information as quickly as possible. Thank you for your patience, 
support, understanding, and partnership during this unprecedented time. Stay safe, stay healthy!  

  

 

 


